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U.S. steps 
up efforts 
to contain 
coronavirus 


Chinese official concedes 
missteps in outbreak; more 
travelers to be screened 


BY GERRY SHIH, 
LENA H. SUN, 
SIMON DENYER 
AND JOEL ACHENBACH 


BEIJING — As officials grow in- 
creasingly fearful about their abil- 
ity to contain the fast-spreading 
outbreak of a novel coronavirus, 
this metropolis recorded its first 
death on Monday, hundreds of 
foreign nationals prepared to flee 
the country, and the U.S. govern- 
ment warned Americans to avoid 
all nonessential travel to China 
and planned to boost airport staff 
to screen nearly all passengers 
from there. 

In a rare public mea culpa, a 
Chinese official said Monday that 
the government had mishandled 
the early stages of the crisis, which 
has claimed at least 100 lives and 
infected more than 4,400 people. 
Wuhan Mayor Zhou Xianwang, 
speaking with Chinese state 
broadcaster CCTV, said his city 
did not release “timely and satis- 
factory” information at the start 
of the epidemic, and he appeared 
to blame higher-ups in his chain 
of command. 

“I hope everyone can under- 
stand that this is an infectious 
disease, and infectious diseases 
must be disclosed according to 
law,” he said. “We can only disclose 
information after we receive au- 
thorization.” 

The mayor said 5 million peo- 
ple have already left his city, some 
before and some after the official 
quarantine. Meanwhile, more 
than 700 miles away, Beijing re- 
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Social media: Sites try to halt a 
surge of misinformation. A13 


Markets drop: Fears of the virus’s 
spread unnerve investors. A17 
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JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Vice President Pence, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and adviser Jared Kushner listen as President Trump meets with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the Oval Office. On Twitter, Trump denied reports of Ukraine-related allegations by ex-aide John Bolton. 


White House aims to counter book’s allegations 


Trump aides gird for 
growing possibility that 
witnesses will be allowed 


BY ASHLEY PARKER, 
JOSH DAWSEY 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


President Trump and his allies 
are moving to undermine the 
credibility of former national se- 
curity adviser John Bolton, while 
also preparing to fight his ability 
to testify during the Senate im- 
peachment trial, according to 


White House aides and outside 
advisers familiar with the strate- 


As the president’s lawyers were 
defending his actions toward 
Ukraine on the Senate floor on 
Monday, Trump aides and allies 
were privately girding for the 
growing possibility that multiple 
witnesses will be allowed to ap- 
pear. They scrambled to deter- 
mine which testimony they could 
block and which witnesses they 
should potentially call, the aides 
said. 

The shift in the White House’s 
impeachment strategy comes af- 
ter news emerged Sunday eve- 
ning that a book by Bolton alleges 


that the president directly tied the 
holdup of nearly $400 million in 
military aid for Ukraine to inves- 
tigations into former vice presi- 
dent Joe Biden — a potential 2020 
rival — and his son Hunter Biden. 

Among White House aides and 
Capitol Hill Republicans, there 
was a growing brew of anxiety, 
unease and frustration, as well as 
the sense that the allegations con- 
tained in Bolton’s book, which is 
due in March, could push the 
Senate impeachment trial into 
next week, yielding more damag- 
ing disclosures for Trump as he 
heads into this year’s reelection 
contest. 

Though the White House con- 


tinued to push aggressively Mon- 
day against witness testimony — 
especially from Bolton — some 
aides are now convinced that they 
will lose that battle. 

White House Counsel Pat Ci- 
pollone has privately insisted to 
senators and allies that the White 
House did not know Bolton was 
going to make such an accusation 
in the book. The manuscript was 
submitted to the National Securi- 
ty Council in late December as 
part of a routine pre-publication 
review process. 

Top NSC lawyer John Eisen- 
berg knew that the NSC had a 
copy of the book but had not 
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FRESH PRESSURE 
TO CALL WITNESSES 


Trump’s legal team 
attacks Bidens at trial 


BY ERICA WERNER, 
PAUL KANE 
AND SEUNG MIN KIM 


Sensational revelations from 
President Trump’s former nation- 
al security adviser threatened to 
upend the Senate impeachment 
trial Monday, increasing the 
chances that senators would vote 
to allow witnesses in a perilous 
development for the White House. 

Inside the Senate chamber as 
the trial entered its second week, 
Trump’s lawyers pushed forward 
with their defense of the presi- 
dent, largely ignoring the uproar 
caused by leaked details from a 
book by former national security 
adviser John Bolton. As part of 
their defense, they pivoted into a 
sharp line of attack on former vice 
president Joe Biden and his son 
Hunter over their involvement in 
Ukraine. 

But outside the chamber, GOP 
senators caught unaware by the 
Bolton news grappled with divi- 
sions in their ranks and fresh calls 
from a small group of moderates 
who want to hear from Bolton 
before the third presidential im- 
peachment trial in U.S. history 
comes to a close. 

Details that became public Sun- 
day from Bolton’s unpublished 
book manuscript suggest that he 
could provide direct evidence that 
Trump sought to deny security 
assistance to Ukraine until Kyiv 
announced investigations into po- 
litical opponents, including the 
Bidens. That linkage is at the heart 
of House Democrats’ case that 
Trump abused his power in hold- 
ing up the Ukraine aid for his 
personal political benefit and then 
obstructed Congress’s subsequent 
investigation. 

“I think it’s increasingly likely 
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Ukraine: Evidence shows Trump’s 
focus was on his rivals. A4 


Bolton’s book: Onetime allies turn 
on the former Trump official. A6 


Swift changes in Va. 
deepen cultural divides 


Liberal agenda stirs 
fears among rural and 
conservative lawmakers 


BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER 


RICHMOND — One Republican 
delegate warns that Virginia is 
splitting in two. Another would 
support returning liberal Arling- 
ton and Alexandria to the District 
of Columbia. Lawmakers in West 
Virginia have offered to annex ru- 
ral Frederick County, outside Win- 
chester, to liberate it from its rap- 
idly urbanizing home. 

The change that Democrats 
promised in last fall’s election 
campaigns is hitting Richmond 
with full force, casting new light 


on political and cultural divisions 
that have simmered for years. As 
leaders quickly advance gun con- 
trol, women’s rights and LGBTQ 
protections, many Republicans 
charge that they’re trampling on 
the interests of a new minority: 
rural conservatives who long held 
sway in the Capitol. 

“We don’t need one part of Vir- 
ginia pitted against another just 
because of a political agenda,” said 
House Minority Leader Todd Gil- 
bert (R-Shenandoah). 

Last week’s massive gun rights 
rally was the rawest reaction yet to 
the demographic shifts turning 
Virginia from red to blue. While 
the state’s electorate has been tilt- 
ing Democratic for more than a 
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Virginia finalizes ERA votes: After 
passage, Stage is set for a fight. B1 


Bryant's pilot got clearance to fly in bad weather 
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Conditions just one part 
of federal investigation 
into fatal helicopter crash 


BY IAN DUNCAN, 
Luz Lazo, 
JUSTIN GEORGE 
AND RICK MAESE 


The helicopter pilot flying Kobe 
Bryant, the basketball star’s 
daughter and six other passengers 
Sunday grappled with poor 
weather, asking at one point for 
special permission to fly by sight 
in worse than normal visibility, 
but he displayed no signs of con- 
cern in his communications with 
air traffic controllers. 

Shortly after he got special 
clearance to continue through 
controlled airspace, he veered 
from Highway 101 below and 
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Officials survey the wreckage of the helicopter crash that killed 
Kobe Bryant, his daughter and seven others in Calabasas, Calif. 


crashed into the Calabasas, Calif., 
hills. All nine onboard were killed. 

On Monday, the investigation 
got underway, with a team from 
the National Transportation Safe- 


ty Board arriving at a crash site 
guarded against curious eyes by 
sheriff’s deputies on horseback, as 
the sports world continued to 
mourn one of its greats. 


The poor weather will be one 
dimension of the crash investiga- 
tion — and investigators asked the 
public to send them photos show- 
ing conditions at the time — but 
the pilot’s record and the helicop- 
ter’s maintenance history will also 
be part of the review. 

“We are not just focusing on 
weather,’ NTSB board member 
Jennifer Homendy said. “We look 
at man, machine and the environ- 
ment, and weather is just a small 
portion of that.” 

In air traffic control records 
reviewed by The Washington Post, 
the pilot requested permission to 
fly under the special conditions 
near Burbank Airport. Homendy 
said the pilot circled for 12 min- 
utes until the approval came. 

On the records reviewed by The 
Post, the Burbank controller re- 
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Bryant, entrepreneur: He found 
new success after basketball. A22 


IN THE NEWS 


Post-ABC News poll President Trump begins 
his reelection year in a more competitive 
position than he held in the fall against 
potential Democratic challengers. A9 


Immigration The Supreme Court said the 
government can begin using “public charge” 
rules while legal challenges continue. A3 


THE NATION 

Prince Andrew has 
provided “zero coopera- 
tion” in the sexual abuse 
investigation into Jeffrey 
Epstein, a U.S. attorney 
said. A2 

President Trump 

said hell release details 
of his Middle East peace 


plan today, and it is ex- 
pected to propose a dra- 
matic remapping of the 
West Bank and offer Pal- 
estinians a conditional 
path to statehood. A12 


THE WORLD 
Holocaust survivors 
gathered at the site of the 


Auschwitz concentration 
camp to mark 75 years 
since its liberation. A14 
India partially restored 
Internet access in the 
Kashmir Valley after 
nearly six months. A14 


THE ECONOMY 

Uber is allowing some 
California drivers to set 
their own rates in re- 
sponse to a new state law 
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